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Every now and then, In the his-
tory of the United States, certaln
men have unearthed great graft
scandals. Sometimes the graftera
are found in the cities of the coun-
try where. the entire. munleipal sys-
tem Is found rooted In corruption.
Again It I8 heard from In some re-
mote area, as the vote buying fraud
in a rurnl community of Ohlo a few
years ago. It crops out In our State
leglulative halls and sven the halls
of Congress are tainted.

The.men who turn up the grafters
are not always men of highest mo-
tivea, Il may be somellmes that
they make (he great exposures for
the sole purpose of winning popular
acclatm. Yet thelr service Is great
and their names go down In history
snd will be read In future genera-
tlons as the names of patrlots and
public benefactors Men do not
welgh motives. They count deeds,
preferring (o Judge men by what
they have accomplithed rather than
by what thelr encmics chiooss to call
“thelr game for winnlng popular
approval.”

‘The people have learned to know
that the golity partles alwovs try to
shift the questlon by questioning the
motives; of .those who have digcov-
ered thelr gullt. They honor. the
men who unearth the gullty and for
thiat reason such names as Samuel J.
Tilden, Cherles B. Hughes and Jo-
seph W, Folk will always stand out
prominently In history. To becowne a
great groft Investigator one must
have abjlity for unusurl application.
In the early days of Ameriean his.
tory graft was ' pursly personal
Men stole from the publlic treasury
or Influenced  legislatlon for their
personal gain

With the changing business and
industrinl conditlonx, graft has he-
comea corporate more than personsl,
the individual expecting to reap his
réwarde through the corporation of
whiolp he {= a part. 8o hidden are
the patlis along which the grafter

works that he ir unobserved by the |

ordinary man. It is only the inves-
tigator, the gtudent of affalrs, who

~

ENTER—Associate  Jus-
tice Charles E. Hughes.
Upper left and below—
Joseph W. Folk. Upper
right—Samuel J. Tilden.

can break throvgh the maze and dis-
cover real conditlons.

A blographleal student of the
great graft hunters regdily Jdiscovers
they are deep students. Take Tilden
for example. At the age of 1% he
had breken inte the {ront rank as
a student of poltlcal conditions,
After he was graduated from col-
lege he became a lawyer,

Then came hls fight with the po-
litical machine In the early 'T0s
By a series of political maneuvers
Willlam M. Tweed had made himaelf
a mighty power In New York. Hs
ruled through Tammany. So lhor-
oughly Jid the ring have New York
in Its grasp that from April 65, 1870,
to the close of that year, they took
more than $12,000,000 from the
tréasury by fraudulent bllls. It wos
in the days of purely personil stosl-
ing.

Tilden took up the investigation

of the wholesale robbery of the

treasury of Lhe clty of New York
nnd the State as well. So thorough
was his ring Investigation he was
able tp break into the records of the
ring and send the criminals to jail.

He turned suspiclon inte proof and

after the grosecutions were over ho

went before the Leginlature and ald-
ed In the passage of bLills making

BuUch ecorrupt control Impossible,
[ The exposure of the Tweed Ring
wag Tilden'y greatest stroke
GAS COMPANY INVESTIGATION
WINS HUGHES' FIRST FAME,

From the tlme of the Tilden In-
qulry to the time of the great
Hughen Investigation several decndes
had passed. The day of grest cor-
porations owning valuable franchiszes
had arrived. Hughes. lke Tilden,

wis a great investigntor. Before the
Investigation of the Conrsolldated
Gas Compiny In New York, in 1905,
Hughes had no reputation whatever,
outside of hils own political circles,
and in Columbia and Cornell law
schools. where he had lectured to
law ¢classes.  His appolntmeont to the
Stevens Gas Commlaslon as counsel,
which gave him his opportunity to
expo=e the high rates ¢ harged for
gas In New York through the pos-
gesslon of a  valuable [franchise
pmounting to a monapoly, rame he-
cause he had made Eimself a name
ug a thorough lawver

The commission d1d not choose
Hughes willingly. The members
wanted an old lawyer with wide
experience and with a reputation
But they found all the LIg lawyers
had been retalned by the corpora-
tion Hughes was recommended,
After his appolntment it wna

learned he wag one of the organiz-
ers. of Rockefeller's Bible Class nnd
and the cry went up that he would
e ngainst the people and Tor the
moneyed inlerests

But Hughes proved
Hix Investigutions showed the gas
company wWas overcharging the ¢it-
lgens of New York $£500,000 & year,
His  thorough Investigations ‘von-
vinced everybody. The Investiga-
tion, howd¢ver, was only o local af-
fair, but It' brought Huzghes Into
prominence as a lawyer and when
the Insurance Investigatlon Com-
mittec of New York wantell cotn-
sel Hughes was chosen for the po-
sltlon

hizg mettie.

Hix Investigation of the Insurance
muttera brought out the fact that
one of the gigantie Ingurance com-

ranles had given $160,000 to Lhe
Republlean campalgn fund in ten
Yoears, George E. Perkins, an of-

fclal of the company. who gave the
testimony admitted the money wna
laken frem the corporation treas-
ury without consultatlon with the
Bloclkcholders.

A pecullarity of both Hughes and
Tilden I8 that holth were placed in a
position to find irregularities with-
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in their own party. Tilden, a Bem-
ocrat, fnvestigated matters In the
Demorracy, Hughes, a Republlc-
&n, unenrthed Republican scandals,
Both meén became Governor of Now
Yark after oxporing their own
party. They had proved thelr dis-
Inlerestedness nnd showed to the
people  they could b trusted,
Huglies probably won for himself
more nation-wide fame by his in-
sistence on laws restricting race
track gambling than by anything
olse. He was opposed In his own
party when he insisted on such leg-
fslation. hut he had the support of
the penple

A third (nvestigator of national
fame, who also gained the Gover-
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chalr, sprang first inte public
print in 1300,

In that year St. Louls was In the
thrall of & bitter industrial con-
et Street car employes werg on
girike against the owners of the
traction compnny, the {nfant mon-
opoly out of which has grown the
United Hallways Company. Mur-
dor, rapine, destruction of proper-
1y, business atagnation, In
faer, almost 1 complete paralysis of
the entlre city reaulted., The wisest
heads were unable to frame a solu-
tion, Dynamite outrages stimulated
the police to worse retallation and
a posse comitatus Nring squad fired
fnto  marching sirikers, killing
many. Ip this crisis a young,
scure  lawyer stepped  inte

naor s

assiulls

ab-
the
Lreaeh,

‘Let's zo to the
analyze it and apply
aald.

Then he called a conference and In
two days settled the sirike

of this,
he

bottom
the cure,”

That man was Joseph Wingate
Folk. The feat atiractes atlention.
Some of  his legal accomplishments

indicated great capacity A coterie
of I‘-lr|\. bhosses Hnable Lo agree upon
a candidate for Clircult Altorney,
when election day approached, llst-
ened to the suggestion of one man
and Folk was bhrought cut. He pro-
opeded to clean the Augean stables
of munleipal corruption, after fils
election, and swept into the Govern-
nor's chalr by reaseon of an aptitude
for gottlne to the bottom of cor-
ruption, whether in or out of his
own party He 18 the same Joseph
Wingnte Folk who despite desper-
ate efforts of his own porty lead-
ers to deter him, ls now duplicating
history by dragging forth to public
light those misdeeds which n!m'usf.
wreoked the Neow York, Now
Haven & Harttord Rallroad. The
afdmission= he wrung from Charles
& Mellen, former president, againat
the advice of high publle officials
and over the protests of eorudite
lawvers is but in keeping with his
work in the West

Pitted against corruption, fizht-
Ing the people’s battle, he met and

su~ressfully wended his way agalnst
sucrh wmighty legal gladintors as
Frederlck Lehmann, now  repre-
sentative of the Unlted States In the
peace conference anent the Mex!-
can situation; Judge Henry S. Priest,
who was compelled In a burst of
forenslc elogquence to drop the un-
happy expression: “Bribery 1Is a
canventional offenae.” former
United States Benator Willlam War-
ner: Morton Jourdan, former Judge
“hester H. Krum, Thomas J. Rowe,
Willis Clark and others, all reapre-
gentative of the very cream of the
legal profession. And against this
mighty host, this one man accom-
plished wonders.

One by one they
defeat befors him.

Because Folk is an |otultionist
with a whale lot of that quality
called application and an iron reso-
lutlon where he seesa duty pointing
tha way, he has been able to rise
above 1_-\'r3ry pbstacle and to be just
what he should be when cxigency
required.

His Intes=t services o the publle
are fresh with us. Those past con-

went down In

tributiona to the public welfare
pegan with his prosgecution of the
election crooks that belonged to his
own part) whirh hils own party
leaders ot that time a hetero-
geneous set, described as party
treachery.” They «cried, “They
elected  you,"” and Folk replied
‘All the more meason I should pros-
ecute.” And he did. Then he

turned to straw bondsmen and clim-
inated them, digging nlx wav, as In
the electipn frauds, through miazxes
aof corruption and against {mmense
odds

It wak In Naovemhsr, 13501, one
vear after he had goae Into office
that ths real work of Folk began.

1n that month goss=ip Lruited about
the fact that there was held In the
safety deposit vaults ol two of the
blggest trust concern< in the city,
the sum of $125,000. This sum had
placed there by Pnil Stock,
leglslative agent for the St. Louls
& Suburban Rallway, whe acted for
C‘harles H. Turner, president of the
company, and at the time, It was
siated, for some of (he directora
Folle heard of this and set his brain
and sinews to work. Turper
called In S0 was Etock They
were glven n grilling, worse than
any third degree ever fashioned by
a police chief and they begged fot
time, They sought the advice of
their attorney, Charles P.
John=on, who advised them to make
a clean hrenst of it They returned
to Folk and told hew they had
souzht legislation favorable to thelr

hoen

was

Ly 3y

rond wand how combines in ths
House of Delegntes und the City
Council had bHlocked them
SINTEEN INDICTMENTS,

Nat content with the flrst expose,
Folk pursuing with officers of the
lnw, those who escared, seceking
treaties with Francé t{o bring back
Ellis Wainwrighi. who hag fled
there; prenaring for the trials of
thase brought to justice; found time
to delve decper into the corruption-
tion he had uncovered. With a dili-
gence remarkable for (ts Intensity
he wunearthed the city lighting
boodle whereby it was alleged Ed-
ward Butler, politieal hoss, had
bribed the House of Delegates to
pass the bill Ughting the city with
gas In place of electricity., Charles
Kelly, member of the House, wns
naomed as the agent through whoem
Butler was alleged 1: have paid
347500 for the fratuchiss, Kelly
Ned to BEurope. Tolk indicted the
comblone of the House and also But-
ler. MHe sought men higher up, but
the Grand Jury did not Indict. He
dug inte the witals of the crowd
Butler was again indicted on a
charge of trying to bribie two mem-
herz of the Hoard of Heslth to vote
him the garbage confract,

While these were s=ensatlpnal.
greater was the outhurst when Folk
unearthed the Central Traction
scandal, Involving Robert M. Snv-
der, president of the City Natlonal
Hank of Kansas City, a millionuire
several times over.

Folk developed that over a quar-
ter of a milllon dollars was used in
the State Tegl=latura to enable
Snyder to merge all the strect rall-
ways of 8t. Louls. Ther, Snyder kad
to get a bill through the Municipal
Assembly here to the same nurposs
and he used a quarter of a millicn
to do that. One man. Fred G. Ut-
hoff, after accepting 525,000 ta votas

o s;\t&"il

agalnst the 8nyder bill, antered inte

agreement with Snyder to sell
vote for 1100000 Snyder ac-
the vote, but 1Uthoff never
received the money. Another Coun-
eilman sold his vote, hls son get-
ting the money. The corruption
here and in Jefferson City was fully
exposed by Fork, Ha forced the
Lieutenant Governor of the Stats
to reslgn his office,

The jury nssessed Snyder five
venrs Imprisonment. This sentencas
the Supreme Court reversed on er-
ror of trinl. The guertion of gul
did not enter. Before Snyder con
be brought ta trial agaln he 'm
with an zulomobile cceldent whie
caused hls death.

In all these trials Folk contended
against the best Jawvess In the State.
He convicted Butler In Columbla
of the attempted mgarbage hribery.
The sentence of three years was
swept aside by the reversal aof the
Supreme Court In Fulton Butler
was acquitted of the second charge.
f the lesser lights scven went to
the penitentinry. The rest turned
State's evidence, died or fled.
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Thrift of Europeana,

h:l!
forelgn countries in regard to thrify,
and might go far to zolve the pres.

America much tp learn from

ent cost of Hiving problem by study-
ing and adopting many of the sys.

tems which are making living
cheapar abroad, says 8. W Straus, a
Chicago banker and president of
the Ameriean Sociely of  Thrift,
wha |s in London after a five
months' taur of Italy, France, Ger=
many, Swllzerland, Enegland and

Scotland.
During thls pertod Mr, Straus In-§

vestigated
schonol

co-operative  socloties
gardening and educational
methods, to determine whether ths

methods used in Great Britaln and
on the Continent woere feasible (ot
the United States He s=ald:

“We are golng to hold a National
Thrift Congrees at the Panama Ez-
position In 1815, and since I came
here to study the thrift movemeonts
on this slde of the wnter we have
determined to make the congress
International

‘I have extended Invitations to
the principal European countries and
have met with gratifyving sucuves.
Practically all have accepted their
acceptance and will send delegates

“The most notable exampte of
theift Is Great Britain's splendid
systermn of co-operative associatlons
They have 2,500,000 members, and
the amount of annual business dong
is Just a little less than the husings
of the United States Steel Corpors-
tion. This gives some Indication of
the scope of this great thrift
method,

“Great Britain leads the world I
co-operative schempes. The Germand
ha7¢ not brought the co-operatiie
movement to a science as Englagd
haz, but T was struck by the foif
that the German government
much more thrifty than the peoph
themselves, who have become verf
extravagnnt In the last decade,

“The French can give us manf
Isgsons In thrift. The Franchmal
dors not ‘waste as much as a Liade
of graoss and ¢an make much wvit of
nothing. Swlitzerland, Ltoo, has the

right idea as regards thrift. They
get nll the money they can awaF
from the strangers within thef

rates, and then proceed to keep |
at home. They are =SLrong for
patronizing home industries

“The reclaiming of land in Sopths
ern Italy, which ls fostered by (0
operative societies, hns done 04
to promote threiftt in Ttaly.

A% u result of my Investieatiof
1 am convinced (hat the work _'J!
co-gperative socleties of Great Brit
aln and the Continent is klling all
the arguments of 1he Soclalss
When co-operative assoclallons D
come  s=ufficiantly numerous, thif
will Bring producers and consumes
s0 cloge together as to elimindte W
the danger and possibility of & o
clnlist regime

“Thrift methods, ns succossfullf
tried abroad, especially by co-operds
tive methods, might well be adop!ed
in America, for nowhere do coms
moditles pass through so m:‘m.mH'
Alemen’s hanids as in the Uni
States=.*
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